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Farming, Technology and Environment:the Separation on the
Center of Politics and Economy in “Yellow River Axis” Era

LIU Zhuang-zhuang

( College of History, Nankai University, Tianjin 300350)

Abstract: It is the Yellow River basin that spring the early civilization and breed a splendid Chinese
culture. During the Western Zhou to Qin Dynasty, the agricultural economy was gradually established in the
middle and lower reaches of the Yellow River. At this time, the middle reaches of the Yellow River is not only
the national political center, but also the national economic center.However, the prosperity of agricultural e—
conomy also caused the destruction of ecological environment in the Yellow River basin. For example, soil ero—
sion, desertification of land, reduction of forest area, reduction of plant and animal diversity, and the Yellow
River run off and so on. Due to the progress of production technology and the popularization of the iron plow
cattle farming, the lowland plain area of the Yellow River has been developed, becoming the most important
core economic zone in the country. By the beginning of the Sui Dynasty, the plain area Yellow River became
the economic center of the country, while the political center of the country was still in the middle reaches of
the Yellow River. It is the initial separation on politics and economy of the natural geography in east and west.
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