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Sandfields under the Yellow River: Course Change and Regional
Livelihoods in the Lankao Region from
the Late Qing through the Maoist Era

SHEN Zhi-feng

( Department of History, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, 310028)

Abstract: In 1855, the breaching of the Yellow River dikes at Tongwaxiang terminated the long history of
the river’s occupation of the Huaihe riverbed. This caused a landscape of severe and boundless sandfields in
the Lankao region, but it integrated three counties of Lanyi, Yifeng and Kaocheng, which eventually became
one county of Lankao. At the same time, there were new places to live in the sandfield region. Moreover, be—
cause of the resources of wild Chinese herbs on the sandfields, they also provided part of the livelihoods for
people in the Lankao region. However, due to limited technical problems, there were always the problems of
sandfields and saline—alkali soil. As the population increased, the agricultural development of the grain crops
in the Lankao region was also difficult. By “Channeling the Yellow River to Provide Silt Irrigation” in the
1950s, the agricultural development of the grain crops was improved in the Lankao region, and local peasants
became less fearful about the Yellow River. However, unexpectedly, this caused a new conflict phenomenon
between Lankao’s peasants and the sandfield’s space, where was covered by the wild Chinese herbs. The di—
version of the Yellow River to the north is a turning point in the interaction between humans and nature in the
Lankao region.
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