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The Influence of Geologic Hazards on Waterway Transportation in

Three Gorges Area of the Yangtze River
—A Case Study of Landslide in Xinglong, Yunyang County in 1896

YIN Ling-ling

( Center for Historical Geographical Studies, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai, 200234 )

Abstract: Landslides and collapses caused by the high and steep slope instability along the Three
Gorges area of the Yangtze River often entail obstruction of river and waterway traffic. One landslide occurred
in 1896 of late Qing dynasty in Xinglong, Yunyang County at the north shore of the Yangtze river resulted in
great changes of its local waters and channels. After landslide sliding into the Yangtze river, Cross—section of
river changed dramastically, the surfaced moved south, and the river bed narrowed. Channels and flow velocity
also differed since the rocks that used to be at the south bank were pushed to stand at center, dividing the river
bed into two streams, creating turbulent rivers, swirling torrents and treacherous shoals. Under the grave traffic
condition after the landslide, passenger or cargo vessels for “up” line and “down” line all had to be unloaded
before they Pantan (3% #) with the help of towing. Even with such measures, disasters were still frequent. The
explosion in 1898 eased the gravity of Xinglong rapids, but the problem was not fully resolved.
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