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The Flood Investigation in the Yangtze Huaihe River Basin in
1931 in the Perspective of John Losing Buck

YANG Xue-xin GAO Zhi-yong
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Abstract: Buck uses the sample and farmer's interview to investigate the affected farmland, draft animal,
housing, deaths, and displaced population of farmers in 90 counties of 6 provinces in Yangtze—Huaihe river
basin in 1931.Through the analysis of rainfall, water conservancy facilities and people's living habits and other
aspects, he dissects the cause of this flood, and makes some suggestions, such as the establishment of the fore—
cast report organization for agricultural production, the establishment of a permanent investigation organization
and the disaster prevention and insurance. This investigation has some characteristics,The scope of the investi—
gation is wide and the content is comprehensive and the degree of specialization of investigators is high.And it
also forms the three level survey system from household to village to county.However, there are still deficiencies
such as lack of investigation into the disaster stricken area, urban disaster situation and flood discharge.
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