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From Longing to Calmness: A Study on Social Image Changes of
Genetically Modified Technology

——An Investigation Centered on the People's Daily
JIANG Ping

(Institute of Science and Technology and Social Development, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095)

Abstract: Based on those GM news form the People's Daily for 40 years (1972-2016), this article at—
tempts to examine its changing history, reasons and problems of genetically modified technology’s social image
reported by mainstream newspapers media’ data. The results of data analysis showed that: Our media reflect
social image of GM technology from a magic magicians to products with huge market potential and technology
leads and industries with good economic prospects and controversial technological innovations. GM technolo—
gy’ s image will be affected by various social factors, technical factors and the media itself, such as technology
itself, government policy, economic interests. In order to create a good public opinion environment for the
healthy development of transgenic technology, this paper puts forward some suggestions to solve the problems
of unbalanced position, single theme and neglecting the rights and interests of consumers in media reports.
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