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Foreign Trade Environment on the South China Sea in the Ming
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Guangdong Province

WU Jian-xin

( Research Department of Agricultural History South China Agricultural University , Guangzhou 510642)

Abstract: This thesis, which is composed of three parts, introduces the relationship between foreign trade
environment on the South China Sea in the Ming Dynasty and explosion time of commercial agriculture in
Guangdong Province. In the first part, foreign trade environment on the South China Sea in the Ming Dynasty is
elaborated based on three phases, namely, the period of banning on maritime trade, Longging Period and Wanli
Period. Besides, it is believed that lifting the ban on maritime trade in Longqing Period and Wanli Period
created conditions for the explosive development of commercial agriculture. In the second part, in line with
agricultural historical materials recorded in Guangdong Annals published in the 39th year of Jiajing Period, it
is considered that in the previous stage, the economic structure of agriculture mainly focused on rice
cultivation, but in the meantime, commercial agriculture in plain areas had gained considerable development.
In the third part, relevant characteristics of the explosion of commercial agriculture after Wanli Period were
expounded from the time when Guangdong turned from a major grain export province to a province lack of
grain, the time when man-earth relationship was intense and the transitional change of social business

atmosphere. Lastly, it is concluded that the explosion time node of commercial agriculture in Guangdong
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Province is the phase after Wanli Period.
Keywords: Ming Dynasty;foreign trade environment; South China Sea;explosion time of commercial a—
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