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A New Research about the Traditional Fuel Crisis
in the Song Dynasty

ZHAO Jiu-zhou

( History College, Qingdao University, Qingdao 266071 )

Abstract: The view that “traditional fuel crisis” in Song Dynasty is very popular in contemporary
academic research, which has been criticized by Professor Wang Xingguang and Doctor Chai Guosheng.
However, fuel reserves have shown significant regional differences, and it is both biased to generally say if the
fuel crisis happened or not. The domestic industry in North China of Song Dynasty, is already experiencing a
fuel shortage, and the increasing of coal use is a good example. The cutting of mulberry and jujube trees maybe
related with the government’s taxes scooping, but can all come down to the increasing scarce of fuel resources.
Although we cannot generally state that there is a common fuel crisis, the fuel resources shortage has been
serious in North China in Song Dynasty, which leads to the fuel crisis and economic change after that.
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