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Fighting for Fields with Water or Competing with the People:
Study on the Dispute of Taihu Lake During the Early Period of
the Republic of China
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Abstract: In the early period of the Republic of China, the Jiangsu and Zhejiang Taihu water
conservancy bureau ( 77 #7 X #1 K #| 42 By ) conspired to open the land for reclamation, and the Jiangsu
provincial department of finance established the hutian bureau (# & & ), shocked the local. The plan was
eventually stillborn under the strong opposition of the gentry. Through analysis, the Taihu water bureau and the
department of finance were only the executors of the plan, the leading force behind the plan was the Jiangsu
provincial bureau and the ministry of finance, while the four were all interested in the benefits. In order to
increase the revenue of the provincial department and the department of finance, the Taihu water conservancy
bureau, in order to raise funds for water control, was not hesitate to use the pretext of interest, blatant
infringement of local interests, against public opinion. The dispute not only reflects the traditional conflict of
interest between the state and the Jiangnan elites in local affairs, but also reflects the complicated relationship

conservancy and politics in the time of political instability.
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