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Abstract : The Ming and Qing dynasties organized several large—scale purchases of “Huangmu” (wood
for building palaces) in the ethnic minority areas in the southwest of China, which resulted in major social
impacts. Some scholars used this as a basis to determine that the purchase of “Huangmu” will inevitably lead
to the depletion of the Nanmu resource reserve in southwestern China and cause serious ecological disasters. It
is even asserted that this is the social reason why the Nanmu has become a protected endangered plant.
However, the target of the purchase of “Huangmu” is the Nanmu of large—scale high quality, which has been
hundreds of years or even more than a thousand years, and those below a hundred years are simply not taken
into consideration. As far as the overall concept of ecology is concerned, local damage is not enough to trigger
the collapse of the ecosystem. At the same time, the purpose of the purchase of “Huangmu” only endeavors to
satisfy the extravagant life of the imperial court and aristocrats, and its proportion in the overall consumption of

Nanmu resources is exiremely limited. Therefore, whether it is from the overall view of ecology or from the
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perspective of the overall view of culture, the purchase of “Huangmu” is only a partial problem, and the
degeneration of ecology is a holistic problem. There is no direct causal relationship between them, thus the
related conclusions are not sufficient. Since the beginning of the Republic of China, there has been another
reason for the decline of China’s Nanmu resources. Considering that during the period of the Republic of
China, there had been Nanmu Street in many cities, which specialized in selling Nanmu products and compete
to purchase high—end Nanmu furniture. From this point of view, it’s too early to recklessly assert that China’s
Nanmu has been universally extinct. In fact, under the drive of the policy, changing the former Nanmu
woodland into dryland farmland use, the ecological negative effect is more obvious and direct. This is the key
social cause for the extinction of living Nanmu resources in China.

Keywords: Nanmu; overall view of cultural ecology; social causes
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