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The History and Ethical Thinking of the Food Safety Norms
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Abstract: Food plays a vital role in the survival and development of human beings. Food safety norms
should be a major public governance issue of common concern. Ethical arguments about food safety regulations
have continued, in the both ancient and modern, Chinese and foreign. Chinese political commentators, coun—
selors and thinkers have promoted agricultural production and food safety as the basic national policy of en—
riching the country and strengthening the people, and as the social foundation for the construction of ceremoni—
al culture and social ethics. Western society's discussion of food safety governance norms and related ethical
issues are based primarily on rights theory, emphasizing the government's responsibilities and obligations to
ensure the safe food access of people and related right to know and to choose. Food safety claims and related
social governance need to introduce value and ethics into agricultural development decisions so that modern a—
gricultural innovation and industrial advancement can shape a responsible, healthy, sustainable agricultural
and food production system.
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