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From Ignorance to Successful Introduction:
Chinese Lychee in Western Countries, 1570-1921
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Abstract: The lychee originated in southern China, and played a role in the history of exchanges be-
tween China and the west countries.Because of Chinese people's unique cultural feelings for lychee and the
coastal advantages of South China, the lychee interested the earliest missionaries arriving in China. Since
1570, Europeans in China had been introducing lychee to the West in the form of writing, painting. By the
middle of the 19th century, they had introduced the lychee to some European colonies successfully. In the
second half of the 19th century, some overseas immigrants of south China introduced the lychee to Australia
and the United States. From 1890s to 1921, under the strong impetus of the Foreign Seed and Plant Introduc-
tion Office of USDA, some missionaries, biologists, explorers and diplomats in China brought a large num-
ber of excellent Chinese lychee varieties to the United States for the purpose of introduction, and the lychee
planting achieved an initial scale quickly in Hawaii, Puerto Rico and Florida and other places.
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