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Development of the Pattern of Weitian and Duotian in Xinghua Re-
gion Under the Circumstances of Water Environment Change
(From the 16™ Century to the First Half of the 20™ Century)

YUAN Hui  WANG Jian-ge

(Historical Geography Research Center, Fudan University ,Shanghai 200433)

Abstracts: Weitian is paddy field. Duotian is upland field. Since later Ming Dynasty, coexistence of
weitian and duotian has developed in Xinghua in the Hinterland of Lixiahe Region. Rivers and lakes in Xing-
hua have been silted up, bringing about appearance of broken water body and sedimentation, which formed
the base of the development of weitian and duotian. Broken river network with diffirent sedimentation led to
difference of spatial distribution between duotian and weitian. In order to resist flood and fertilize soil, peo-
ple chose to stack river mud and raise the surface of cropland, shaping micro-landform with different height.
Difference in amount and accumulation of river mud aggravated difference of height among cropland, in-
creasing variety in cropland micro-landform and developing varied crop planting. Weitian and duotian are
people's wisdom crystallization in the process of dealing with water environment change and shaping sur-
face. Clarifying historical evolution of cropland micro-landform has realistic meaning in protecting tradition-
al agricultural heritage and constructing countryside.

Key words: Xinghua region ;duotian; weitian ; water environment; microtopography
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