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The Historical Process of China's Industrialization and

the Response of Agricultural Ethics to it
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Abstract: China's industrialization has gone through three stages, it is the foundation stage of industri-
alization from 1949 to 1980, 1981 to 1990,0n the industrialization stage,completion stage of industrialization
from 1991 to 2015, and we have entered the post-industrialization stage since 2015. Each stage shows the
special contribution of agriculture and its ethical interpretation. The characteristic of China's industrialization
lies in synchronizing with the development of post-industrialization of the world. China's industrialization be-
gan in 1949, the same year as the year of publication of Leopold’s A Sand County Almanac, which sounded
the alarm of the industrial social crisis. Marked by the 1992 World Conference on Environmental Develop-
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ment in Rio de Janeiro, the world has entered a post-industrial era, China was in the second stage of industri-
alization then. China has made great efforts to develop labor-intensive private enterprises with both sides out-
side the country, without excluding the import of polluting enterprises and industrial waste, it has brought se-
rious pollution to China, and agriculture is the main recipient of all pollution. All kinds of pollutants pollute
the water, the soil and food, thus endanger the social security. The insufficient understanding of the openness
of the agricultural system and the lack of ethical care for agriculture have led to the widening gap between ur-
ban and rural areas, and led to the issues concerning agriculture, countryside and farmers, which are worried
by the whole country. Accompanying with the arrival of post-industrialization in the world, with the reflec-
tion on the long-term Cold War thinking mode, people gradually sprouted the ideas that natural ecosystems
and social ecosystems should cooperate with each other rather than confront with each other, and win-win is
better than zero-sum. As a result, the third World War was avoided and it provided a period of strategic op-
portunity for China. At present, the task of Chinese agro-ethics is to retain the essence of farming civiliza-
tion, to absorb the achievements of industrial civilization, to construct the new agricultural ethics of the post-
industrial civilization.

Keywords: China's industrialization; post-industrialization; agrarian civilization; the issues concerning

agriculture countryside and farmers; the strategic opportunity period; agricultural ethics
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