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Research on Monastery Economy in Heishui Area

in Late Tangut Dynasty
——Based on the Investigation of the Unearthed Tangut Contract Documents

KONG Xiang-hui

(School of History and Culture, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi'an 710119)

Abstract: A number of Tangut economic documents in the Tangut period were unearthed in Heishui
City, including the contract documents signed by the local temples and nearby farmers during the Tangut Tian -
qing Jiayin Year(1194) from January to February of the Lunar Calender, which included food lending, land sales
and livestock leasing, etc. Through the analysis of the contents, the author believes that in the late Tangut Dy -
nasty, the rural market dominated by the temple had been formed around the Pudu Temple in Heishui City. In
the market that was dominated, the peasants were treated extremely unequally in economic transactions with the
temple such as in that of the monastic land, and were economically exploited by the temples. Meanwhile, the
imbalance of the economic relationship between the monks and the lay people caused the local power balance in
the rural area to be broken, mainly in land annexation and competition for water resources. Coupled with the
climate change in the second half of the 12th century, the natural conditions in this region had been deteriorat -
ing. The temples with multiple roles profoundly affected the rural economic society in Heishui City in the late
Tangut Dynasty.
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