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The Mulberry Leaves Divination at Clear and Bright and Mulberry
Leaves’ Markets in Jiangnan in Ming and Qing

FENG Zhi-jie YAN Huo-qi

(College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095)

Abstract: The mulberry leaves divination at Clear and Bright was popular in Jiangnan during Ming
and Qing. People divined the output and price of the mulberry leaves. This custom was generated because of
the prosperous of sericulture and mulberry production here. By the large-scale, specialization and commer-
cialization of sericulture and mulberry production, the mulberry leaves’ markets devoloped. Some town for
selling mulberry leaves came into being. The price of mulberry leaves fluctuated extremely. The mulberry
planters, the sericulturists and leave sellers both took a big risk. Women often bore the risk as the major
workforce. The mulberry leaves divination relieved the pressure and risk. This custom reflected the mentality
that people hope blessing by mana. It also guided people adjust scale of production, and promoted the devel-
opment of sericulture and mulberry production in Jiangnan.
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