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Analysis on the Changes of Cinnamon Origin and Domestic
and Foreign Trade in the Qing Dynasty
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Abstract: In the Qing Dynasty, cinnamon was used as a kind of medicinal materials and precious spices
in Lingnan. Due to its high economic value and wide market demand, domestic and foreign trade of cinnamon
has prospered. Relying on the water transportation network of the Pearl River and the Yangtze River, Cinnamon
was sold in coastal ports such as Beihai, Guangzhou, Xiamen and Shanghai, and remote areas in the central and
western hinterland. With the development of new routes and the increase of merchant ships coming to China,
Cinnamon is exported to the Britain, the United States, continental Europe and other countries and regions. Af -
fected by consumption patterns, supply and demand, port opening, and the Annan and Ceylon cinnamon mar -
kets, the structure, trade patterns and nature of cinnamon exports have undergone tremendous changes. The
monopoly trade of cinnamon and the government’ s anti-monopoly measures in the Qing Dynasty also reflected
the trade view of “convenient people and far—sighted mind”.
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