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Abstract: This paper aims to rethink and reflect on the change in the way of life and its inner logic that
happened during the transition from the Paleolithic Age to the Neolithic Age, taking materials from Eastern
Asia as its base. As is known, the Neolithic Revolution is widely called Agricultural Revolution. However, the
author proposes that we should not use agriculture as an indicator of the Neolithic Revolution, for it is just one
of the by-products of humans changing their ecological niche. In actuality, the onset of the Neolithic Revolu-
tion is the warming of the climate after the last Glacial, with the consequent increase of the importance of wa-

ter in humans’ lives, triggering the change. Coping with the changes in climate, some groups begin to con-
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sume aquatic animals such as fish and waterside fowl. Consequently, there appears a tendency to miniaturize
stone hunting tools and other utensils. Meanwhile, in order to meet the demands of fishing development, peo-
ple in forested regions try to make wooden boats, bringing out the new technique of polished stone vessels.
This paper is going to make it clear that there is a close relationship between the emergence and progress of
the microlith and the miniaturization of hunting targets (fish and fowl). Furthermore, the use of timber creates
the need of polished stone vessels, which first appear in places where humans begin to make dugouts. It thus
becomes clear, why the technique of polished stone vessels is not advanced in these cultures lacking in fishery
and timber industries. Human groups relying on fishing for subsistence gradually adopt a semi-sedentary or
sedentary lifestyle in such places where streams are mild and wide, leading to rich and varied aquatic animals
and plants. As time goes on, they include other types of food into their diet, among which are also cereal
crops. Finally, demands of gathering and processing cereals lead humans to invent first pottery techniques.
This paper is going to emphasize that the invention of pottery goes hand in hand with the waterside lifestyle
and cereal crops gathering. In addition, archaeological data from East Asia suggests that people started using
rice for making low-alcohol wine earlier than for cooking, and its role as a staple food is a later phenomenon
due to increase in production volume. What we call the Blue Revolution is precisely such transition from a
hunting lifestyle to a fishing lifestyle, which allowed human groups to settle down and discover cereals.

Key words: Blue Revolution; Neolithic Revolution; broad-spectrum; origin of agriculture; cereals do-
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N B A G B B8 (optimal foraging models )@Tj\ﬂi] , WHEAR A E B (low—ranked ) B A= 54 H 2 A ZRTE =
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(D L.R. Binford, Post—Pleistocene Adaptions. In: In S.R. Binford and L.R. Binford (ed.) New Perspectices in Archaeology.
Chicago: Aldine Publishing Company, 1968, pp.313-341.

@ Bar-Yosf O. & Kislev M.Early farming communities in the Jordan valley. In Harris D, and Hillman G eds. Foraging and
Farming: The Evolution of Plant Exploitation, Unwin Hyman, London 1989. 632-642. Bar—Yosef, O.& Belfer—Cohen, A.
Facing environmental crisis: societal and cultural changes at the transition from the Younger Dryas to the Holocene in the

Levant. In Capper, R.T.J.& Bottema, S.(Eds.) The Dawn of Faming in the Near East. Berlin: ex oriente, 2002: 55-66.

Bar—Yo—sef, O.The role of the Younger Dryas in the origin of agriculture in West Asia. In Yasuda, Y. (Ed.)The Origins of
Pottery and Agriculture. New Delhi: Roli Books, 2002 :39-54. Moore, A.M. & Hillman, G.C. The Pleistocene to Holocene
transition and human economy in Southwest Asia: the impact of the Younger Dryas. American Antiquity1992, 57 (3):

482-494.

(3 Mec Corriston, J.& Hole, F. The ecology of seasonal stress and the origins of agriculture in the Near Fast, American Anthro -
pologist,1991, 93 (1): 46-609.
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AN B B T AR A7 SRR T BR T E AR SR BN, R [ S AP 1R W4k o Flannery, K.V. The ecology of early food
produclion in Mesopotamia. Science, 1965, 147 X3663):1247-1256.

(® Hawkes, K. and O'Connell, J. On optimal foragingmodels and subsistence transition. Current Anthropology,1992, 33 : 63—
66.
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G D201 1 ARER 1305 3 DRI (RO RS ) S i " B A9 83T ) , (AR SCAE) 2011 AR5 4 38

(D Ester Boserup, Environment, Population, and Technology in Primitive Societies, Population and Development Review,
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AHB LA R AT 35 s W 2 AL (G i 2 5 B Ao 5 JE B A A B2 50 18 3% A 75 e A ) SEBR R A AR

(D Hayden, B. Nimrods, piscators, pluckers, and planters: the emergence of food production. Journal of Anthropological Ar -
chaeology, 1990, 9: 31-69. Hayden, B. Models of domestication.In Anne BirgitteGebauer and T. Douglas Price 1992.
Transitions to Agriculture in Prehistory. Madison: Prehistory Press, pp. 11-19.

@ Kuijt, I. What do we really know about food storage, surplus, and feasting in preagricultural communities? Current An -
thropology, 2009, 50 (5): 641-644.

(3 Cauvin, J. The Birth of the Gods and the Origins of Agriculture. Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, 2000.

@ Propp, Vladimir 1946. Theory and history of folklore.Minneapolis, Minn.: University of Minnesota Press, 1984.
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(D Hodder, I. Catalhoyiik in the context of the Middle Eastern Neolithic. Annual Review of Anthropology, 2007,36: 105-120.
Hodder, 1. The Leopard's Tale: Revealing the Mysteries of Catalhoylik .London&New York: Thames & Hudson, 2006.
Hodder, I. Symbolism and the origins of agriculture in the Near East. Cambridge Archaeological Journal, 2001, 11(1):
107-112. Hodder 1. The Domestication of Europe: Structure and Contingency in Neolithic Societies. Blackwell, Oxfod,
1990.

@ A% R (R Tl SR AT SO G 4%, (5l 5530 ) 2008 AR5 5 307 BN« O PG B0 i3t A5+ oty sl A% 3
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®) V.Gordon Childe, Man makes himself.

@ Braidwood, Robert J. Prehistoric Men. 8th ed. Glenview, IL: Scott, Foresman, [1948]1975. Print; Braidwood, R.J. 1960
The Agricultural Revolution. Scientific American, 203: 130-141.

() Graeme Barker, The Agricultural Revolution in Prehistory: Why did Foragers become Farmers ? Oxford: Oxford Univer -
sity Press,2006.pp.411-414; Ernest Gellner, Pluralism in the Neolithic, Man, New Series, Vol. 25, No. 4 (Dec., 1990), pp.
707-709G.
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@ Braidwood, Robert J. Prehistoric Men; PN : GHri A s Y (55 1 348 , P 5 HREERT, 20154, 5% 14-39 11T

3 Mellaart, James. The Earliest Settlements in Western Asia — From the Ninth to the End of the Fifth Millennium B.C.The
Cambridge Ancient History Revised Edition of Volume I. Cambridge: The University Press, 1967, pp 248-303) .
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SEF AR R A g ST IS I K B, SRR S Ik sh o T el 201, AN S el —FE N &
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(D Baswunos H. W. IJentpsr nponcxoxaenns KyapTypubix pactemmii. JI.: Tum. um. Tyren6epra, 1926 (Nikolai I. Vaviloy
Origin and Geography of Cultivated Plants (translated by Doris Love). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992) . 7]
I, HRE PLAEIS R RO WFTE R BRI BRI IR R ZE A LU ooy D JE 2] 0 , s oty SR B N AR e B T 1

@ P. Ryan, W.A. Out, J.J. Garcia—Granero, M. Madella, D. Usai. Plant microremains from the white deposits and skeletons of
Ghaba and R12 cemeteries. Identification and implications. In: D. Usai, S. Salvatori and Y. Lecointe (eds). Ghaba. An
FEarly Neolithic cemetery in Central Sudan. Frankfurt: Africa Magna, 2016, pp.109-120; D.Usai. A Picture of Prehistoric
Sudan: The Mesolithic and Neolithic Periods. Oxford Handbooks Online, Jun 2016 DOI: 10.1093 / oxfordhb /
9780199935413.013.56; D.Usai, S.Salvatori, Archaeological research south of Omdurman. A Preliminary assessment on
ceramic and lithic materials from 10-X-6 multi—stratified mound along the western bank of the White Nile in Central
Sudan. Archeologie du Nil Moyen, vol.10, 2006, pp.203-220; Donatella Usai, Lara Maritan, Gregorio Dal Sasso, Gilberto
Artioli, Sandro Salvatori, Tina Jakob, TizianaSalviato. Late Pleistocene/Early Holocene Evidence of Prostatic Stones at Al
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