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Nazhao: A Study on the Early Agricultural Exploitation
in Xishuangbanna

LU Zhong-yang
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Abstract: Nazhao is the most primitive agricultural exploitation in human society. Previous scholars’
preconceived prejudice has prevented its systematic study. Nazhao directly managed by rulers at all levels
has a complex source and is distributed in a scattered and separate way. The farming pattern was assigning a
group of people from generation to generation to be responsible for it and all the harvests belonged to the rul-
ers. Nazhao is the result of the undeveloped land ownership of the ruling class, the existence of consanguine-
ous communities and the backward productivity. As a manifestation of the assigned labor system in agricul-
ture, Nazhao is universal in the stage of early civilization, and is of great significance in exploring the origin
of the early states.
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