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The Controversy among Chinese Agriculturists, Foresters, Hydrau-
lic Scientists and Agronomists: Prevention of Floods and Droughts
& Soil Conservation in the Republic of China Era

LIU Liang

(The Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190)

Abstract: The soil conservation work in modern China was initiated in the process of America aiding
China in the two major famines relief in 1910 and 1920, implementing a plan to prevent famine. At the same
time, with the return of Chinese scientists who studied in USA majoring in agriculture , forestry, hydraulics, soil
and other disciplines, they gradually realized the importance of carrying out soil conservation work in simple
disaster prevention work. After the outbreak of the anti—Japan war, with the Developing Northwest China Policy
by the National Government, soil conservation science has heen established as an independent science in Chi -
na. However, in this process, due to the cross—cutting characteristics of the discipline, under the special cultural
and social environment of China, researchers from different disciplines made great differences in disaster pre -
vention thoughts, soil conservation terminology, coverage and measures, and this caused fierce debates. They
even competed for the right to develop the soil and water conservation experimental area, thus the development
of soil conservation science has been branded with a strong Chinese color.

Key words: agriculturists; foresters; hydraulic scientists and agronomists; prevention of floods and

droughts ;soil conservation; Republic of China era
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AR b A Bl e [ T R T R MR A AR BB T R AR B R AR R AR 1920 4EAE L
R IR St A LR Al 2l ) R Ik A AMRECT 28 15 N BB AL R P T e T R
WF9E . BEH T2 B 2 S [ 2 2T e AR KRS B B e A ol [ At 55 56 [l 2 2 — e HE s 1A
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(D J. D. Helms. Walter Lowdermilk's Journey: Forester to Land Conservationist, Environmental Review, 1984, 8(2): 132—
145.
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1920s China, Comparative Studies in Society and History,2019,61 (3):712-738.
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RBRHAEVLIE , (HR A A AT RERE A BT ILVLTE 705 58 A &0 K202 3% (3% (Joseph Bailie) | 4 1
% (J. H. Reisner) BT 32 J& JEE = MO R R K352 52 (George A. Ahern) %5 . SEE S TER R IM 4R K
o HAMRBHE R AENRTE 1910 45 HE LT b o il AR A B 2 A ()3, 7R S56 [ BE AR R Al 5 O
fH(W. J. Calhonn) 3§ | W4T 4E 4L 78 (Amos P. Wilder) | £ 3& 2% 2] MR AT AL i BOR AL R0 L0 bk A 6 5
ke 3 A AR SR RESD T T 1915 4R @ 1 . S SOBRAFSE R IR T 1920 4F A48 RYLTE IR
BE Ry, A S B IR ) R LA

1920 4%, 36 (=135 By v [ R S, 22 115215 9 ) /K 42 ol (9 Bl T AR DI A 4k 2 DA g ik Kk 42 ] IR
FE MR TAE. AR FEERFR KA 1920 AU R I8 A H 4ty S AR AR IR R . %+
1, 35 [ phe S R 3R B9 100 2275 S8 TEIR R B B 48 e R 2 R st T TRAMRECE WU LA WF T A 4
Bijif WRTEAE, AR R Z R SR ENR IR e gl 4 e AR R E RO . FEEE AR T
FEAGVEHEI T, 4 0 K 2E R MR AT P 2 (J. H. Reisner) HIR IR A LB — (0 FH BMERY, H
AL IREE A TEA R AE 1920454 LAY, AR 1916 4F 12 7 28 H 38 SUAE S 45 RS
AR BE e I AR (I, W. Toumey ) A1 IR BIARRE I 36 AT — AR5, bR ol 2 2 B 2R3 Al
A 34E TV, IERAESV DM AT 5F 752 5H IR TR A 2 5 8 2ok 3 b [E TAE
—AEJT YIRS E AR R TARR 2 PR RAEHZE TS T T 1922 F Bk B4 b K2 Hizatkl, A
I W AFIAE Ry — DB S EENF A 2R B VLR ALK o S5 R A 142 358 1E = 7 v ] P il X

@ A 7CH 20 e [ AR ML - OB ) A 2R Hh R, 2002 48 ALY : (P KR AR 15 - K AR K553
HEY, H B AR HL H A, 2004 4

2 C. D. Jameson. River, Lake and Land Conservancy in Portions of the Provinces of Anhui and Kiangsu , North of the Yang -
tze River. Shanghai: Commercial Press, 1913.

3 J. R. Freeman. Flood Problems in China,. Transactions of the American Society of Civil Engineers, 1922 (85): 1405-1460.

@ 0. J. Todd. Two decades in China. Taipei: Cheng Wen Publication Company, 1971.

(3 Joins China engineer board. The Washington Post, 1914-5-24 (E10); Goes to China for Red Cross. The Washington Post,
1914-6-6 (12).

©) J. H. Reisner. Reforesting China: Permanent Famine Prevention versus Famine Relief. New York: China Society of Amer -
ica, 1921: 4.

@ T. H. Simpson, Restoring China’s Forests: A New American Influence in the Empire, American Review of Review, 1916,
53(3):337-340.

China’ s Great Famine Result of Deforestation. Weekly News Letter, 1921-5-11,8(41): 1, 8; Blames deforestation. The
New York Times, 1921-5-12(12); China’s Famine the Result of Deforestation. Forest Leaves, 1921,18(3): 39.

© Fund to fight famine.The New York Times, 1922-11-28(4).

10 W. C. Lowdermilk , M. Chall. Forest and Erosion in China, 1922-1927. Forestry History, 1972, 16(1): 4-15.

@ J. Bailie, the Dawn of Forestry in China. Canadian Forestry Journal , 1917, 13(4): 1065-1066.
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(D W. C. Lowdermilk , M. Chall, Forest and Erosion in China, 1922-1927, Forestry History,1972,16(1): 4-15.

@ J. D. Helms, Walter Lowdermilk’s Journey: Forester to Land Conservationist, Environmental Review, 1984, 8 (2): 132-
145.

3 W. C. Lowdermilk,, M. Chall, Forest and Erosion in China, 1922-1927, Forestry History, 1972, 16(1): 4-15.

@ W. C. Lowdermilk, Factors influencing the surface run—off of rain water [M] // Proceedings of the Third Pan—Pacific Sci -
ence Congress, Tokyo: the National Research Council of Japan, 1928, Vol.Il: 2122 -2148.

(® W. C. Lowdermilk, Factors affecting surficial run—off of rainfall and surface erosion of soil profiles Berkeley. UC, Berkeley
Library, 1929: Frontpage.
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® W. H. Mallory, China: Land of Famine .Worcester: Commonwealth Press, 1926 37,141-162.
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@ Bt COK AR 2 R R SY
B) , rh MOl R, 19924
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(3 W. C. Lowdermilk. the Boxer Money and China’s Water Supply . The North China Herald , 1926-7-24(170).
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@ W. C. Lowdermilk. Factors influencing the surface run—off of rain water. Proceedings of the Third Pan—Pacific Science
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