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The Native Narrative of Rural Social Environment for Modern
China: The Daily Life of a Gentry from Southern Zhejiang
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Abstract: Being different from the linear history, the rural social environment in southern Zhejiang re -
flects its own development path. Zhang Gang’ s diary showed us the reality of rural social environment in
southern Zhejiang, especially in areas around Wenzhou in the period of late Qing Dynasty and early Republican
times. Being different from the grand narrative that the abolition of imperial examination system has a destruc -
tive blow on country intellectuals, during the period of abolishing imperial examination system and building new
schools, country gentry played an important role in active acceptance and guidance towards the significant sys -
tematic vicissitude. Being different from the general description that since Late Qing Reform, the state power
penetrated into the country and the country power alienated, country gentries were still enjoyed old style au -
thority until the early 1920s. But after the Nanjing National Government controlled Zhejiang, under the struggle
and penetration of party and government power, country elites soon lost their authority, which didn’t mean the
appearance and substitution of a new authority and led to a disorder trend of social power. From the perspective
of Zhang Gang’ s daily life, villages still presented the appearance of traditional country lifestyle until 1920s.

However, under the governance of the Nanjing National Government, darkness and turbulence can nearly be
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seen as all the contents about describing country life. Zhang Gang’s daily life interpreted fates of country elites
in southern Zhejiang of the time under the influence of state power and the collapse of regime legitimacy under
his view.

Key Words: Southern Zhejiang; village gentry ; Zhang Gang; state power;social environment ; native nar -
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