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Farm Cattle Stealing and Illicit Slaughter and the Government’s
Copying with Them in Early Qing Dynasty
——Focusing on the Provinces Jiangxi, Hunan and Jiangsu governed under
Chen Hongmou the highest officer of these areas

XIONG Di-bing

(College of History & Society, Huaibei Normal University, Huaibei 235000)

Abstract: During the early period of Qing Dynasty, the law forbade stealing cattle and illicit slaughters strictly, but the
actions happened frequently in many localities, and in the provinces Jiangxi, Hunan and Jiangsu were more serious. Secret abat -
toirs and beef—sellers helped thieves dispose the stolen cattle, increasing the difficulty of case investigation. Local officials’ der -
eliction and petty officials’ jobbery disturbed the order of administration. The crimes broke the law and influenced agricultural
production hardly. Chen Hongmou seized criminals and penalized involved people severely, meanwhile, he ban secret abattoirs
and beef—sellers and monitored the action of killing sick cattle, furthermore, he also punished malfeasants, ensuring cases in -
vestigated and dealt with accordingly.
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