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The Study on Cultural Heritage of the Grand Canal:
The Achievements, the Lack and the Advisements

LU Lu WANG Si-ming

(Branch Institute of Agricultural Civilization of the Grand Canal; Center for Geographical Indications in China;
Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095)

Abstract: The Grand Canal has made connection of commerce, transportation and cultural exchange
between the North and the South in Chinese history. In 2014, the Grand Canal was listed in the World Cultural
Heritage List and was considered as the spiritual wealth of all mankind. Currently, studies on the cultural her -
itage of the Grand Canal have had some achievements, including what is value to protect and how to protect,
and so on. However, there is also obvious lack on the research, that is a clear understanding of the heritage
type of Cultural Belt of the Grand Canal, the double characteristics of Cultural Belt of the Grand Canal, and the
value dimension of Cultural Belt of the Grand Canal, which are not studied deeply and accurately. The aim of
this study, three groups of tensions in the study of, namely, having a good command of inheritance and recon -
struction, sinking and rising, and the relationship between national mobilization and the public opinion is im -
portant to understand the Cultural Belt of the Grand Canal. Also, this study has made efforts to make advice for
the development of the cultural heritage of the Grand Canal and lead it to the public cultural space and to be
shared by the public.

Keywords: The Grand Canal; cultural heritage; cultural memory
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