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Research on Animal Fat Processing and Application from
Pre-Qin to the Han dynasty

WANG Xing-guang SONG Yu

(School of History , Zhengzhou University , Zhengzhou 450001 )

Abstract: The grease had been the people's daily necessities since the ancient times. Before the Qin dy-
nasty ancestors had widely used animal oil to meet the various needs of life. People used fat to cook deli-
cious food and made lipid candles which could illuminate and facilitate the night life. In the Qin and Han dy-
nasties, animal fats were extensively used in social life. The lamps with skillful and novel design could re-
duce indoor smoke in the Han dynasty. Lipids were widely loved as cosmetic products for skin care and
beauty. The running wheels should be lubricated regularly in the ancient time. Oil and other medicines were
prepared to cure many kinds of diseases. Oil was widely used to make leather, silk and used in other respects.
The application of animal fat went deep into many aspects of social life. It reflected the advancement in the
social material culture, ideology and culture, and science and technology.

Keywords: animal fat; extraction technology ; application of fat; the Pre-Qin dynasty;the Qin and Han
dynasties
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