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On the Ancient Agronomist Fan Shengzhi and His Book

WANG Bao-qing MA Gang

(Qimin Academy, Qingdao Agricultural University, Qingdao 266109)

Abstract: The traditional agronomy of northern China developed into its maturity gradually during
Qin and Han dynasties, which played a pivotal role in Chinese agronomic system. Fan Shengzhi, who lived
during that period, was a sage in the history of Chinese agronomy. His agronomic writings, Fan Sheng Zhi
Shu, based on the agricultural experiences of thousand years before Han dynasty, points out the six key fac-
tors of agriculture production, advances the previous soil improvement approaches called *Skills of Fansh-
engzhi’, proposes the specially designed intensive cultivation method named Outianfa (pitting field cultiva-
tion method),which is quite in accordance with the modern understanding about crop science. The writing al-
so reveals Fanshengzhi as a truly full-sided follower of the teachings by the legendary Shennong. Being the
most important agronomic work in Han dynasty, the book is a treasure for studying the history of Chinese ag-
ricultural sciences development.
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