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Foreign Exchange and Trade of Chinese Pharmaceutical Industry
in Ming and Qing Dynasties
——Taking Korea, Japan and Southeast Asian Countries as Objects of Study

WANG Hong-wei

(Institute of Chinese Agricultural Civilization, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095)

Abstract: During the Ming and Qing dynasties, China's medical exchanges with Korea, Japan and
southeast Asian countries were two-way, with both China's medical exports to other countries and China's
medical imports from other countries. China has a vast territory and abundant resources, a large variety of
medicinal materials, and a long history of traditional Chinese medicine, which occupies a leading position in
sino-foreign medical exchanges. China exports a large number of medicinal materials, medical technology
and culture to these countries, while imports are mainly medicinal materials in short supply, and a small num-
ber of foreign medical books are introduced into China. For China, the import of medicinal materials from
various countries has enriched the treasure house of Chinese medicine. For other Asian countries, the contin-
uous import of Chinese medicine, medical culture and medical talents has greatly improved their medical de-
velopment level, which is beneficial to the prevention and treatment of diseases and health of local people.
At the same time, it should be pointed out that due to the influence of the sea ban policy, the medical trade
and exchange between China and foreign countries in the Ming and Qing dynasties were also restricted to
some extent.
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