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Extreme Climate Events in 1930s and Returning
Farmland to Taihu Lake

ZHAO Yun

(School of Humanities, East China University of Science & Technology, Shanghai 200237)

Abstract: The motive force of "returning farmland to lake" is that "reclaiming farmland from lakes" hinders water con-
servancy. But when it hinders water conservancy depends on the rise and fall of lake level, and then, the cycle of "returning
farmland to lake" is closely related to extreme climate events. In particular, catastrophic flood expose the seriousness of "re-
claiming land from lakes" hindering water conservancy, which can initiate social appeal. The whole process of "returning farm-
land to lake" includes three stages, i.e. prohibition of reclamation, dismantling reclamation and boundary reclamation. Howev-
er, most of existing information stop at the first stage. In 1930s, the typical nature of Taihu Lake's "returning to the lake" was
that under the impact of extreme climate events, it completed three stages, namely, the prohibition after the flood in 1931, the
demolition after the drought in 1934, and the boundary after the flood in 1935. By comparing the regional differences, the ef-
fect of "returning farmland to lake" depends not only on the geographical conditions, but also on the system, institutions and
mechanisms. In a sense, "returning farmland to lake" is not only a government action, but also a financial sense. Its success or
failure is determined by the state's financial capacity. At the same time, "dredging regulating " is bound to be complementary to
each other. Otherwise, even returning farmland will not be able to return the lake.

Key words: in 1930s;extreme climate events; Taihu;returning farmland to lake
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