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The Level of Violence of Tudor Enclosure in England:
The Interpretation based on Land Tenure of Peasants

NI Zheng-chun

(College of Social Development, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210046 )

Abstract: There was some controversy about the nature of violence of the enclosure movement in Eng-
land during Tudor Dynasty. The enclosures during the age of the Tudors were carried out mainly by the lords
of manors and the large farmers, therefore there existed the possibility of violent eviction. The truth is that
the agrarian changes affected about 2% of the whole area of England. There has been no fundamental change
in the state of open-field system in England. From 1455 to 1607, 29360 persons were displaced in twenty-
four counties, the number of 193 persons per year is not very impressive. The peasants holding different ten-
ure enjoyed different legal land rights which resisted the violence of the lord and the farmer during their en-
closure. Only when the two sides of the rights disagree on the legitimacy of land tenure can the peasants be
expelled. Therefore, the enclosure of Tutor period is not the wholesale violent eviction of peasants.

Key Words : Tudor Enclosure; violent eviction; land tenure
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@ Edwin F. Gay, “Inclosures in England in the Sixteenth Century”, The Quarterly Journal of Economics, Vol. 17, No. 4(Aug.
1903), p. 586. P. 587, p. 590.
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© R. H. Tawney, The Agrarian Problem in the Sixteenth Century, Longmans, Green and Co., 1912, p. 118.

(D R. H. Tawney, The Agrarian Problem in the Sixteenth Century, p. 142.
Joan Thirsk, The Rural Economy of England: Collected Essays, The Hambledon Press, 1984, p. 70.
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TH A 40 42. 4 71.2
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VST RN UN 26. 4 2.7
EREESEEES 9.8 6.3
NEFAE 2.7
Mt 97.8 100. 0

U5 R S YR« John E. Martin, Feudalism to Capitalism: Peasant and Landlord in English Agrarian Development, Macmillan,
1983, p.137.
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WATNZA E, & 2fife i E— N R 5817 PO, B FG 3 Rk . ARIEICIE fRE, £ 4f
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A Z ] i el b, B M e e 3 R DA R A o . AR B ML L/, 1551 4F & 1607 4F Y
REl M, B 19% J2 i A R ORI

*®2 PHSE e it ST R RR Bt h B R FT S B S b
14851550 4F 1551-1607 4F:
Zuf 58.4 S afi 72.5
&5 17.6 AR 19.0
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D C. Dyer, Everyday Life in Medieval England, Hambledon and London, 2000, p. 41.

@ R. H. Tawney, The Agrarian Problem in the Sixteenth Century, p. 218.

(3 Joan Thirsk, Chapters from the Agrarian History of England and Wales, 15001750, Cambridge University Press, 1990, p.
107.

@ R. H. Tawney, “The Rise of the Gentry, 1558-1640", Economic History Review, Vol.11, No.1, 1941, p. 4.
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PRI < John E. Martin, Feudalism to Capitalism: Peasant and Landlord in English Agrarian Development, 1983, p.137.
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SRt FEFE A0 2 LT BT A A N, RIS H S M A AR bl SR A o A% RFEA T el v A 40 b
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A 24 AR L JEIBI M 516673 B HT , 7 24 R R ALY 2.76% o FLAARASAN B[] B , 454 Hiu X 1) Pl . T

L3,
%3 1455 £ &= 1607 FHEIZ = Bl ER (45,35 5)
il 1455-1484 1485-1517 1518-1577 1578-1607 Mt [EEa 5
b 2866 5789. 5 11579 5789. 5 26024 0.58
[ 1344.5 6725.5 13451 6725.5 28246 1.62
AKAE 2 X A 1050 5628 11256 5628 23562 1.23
B 13287 30087 75617 45530 164521 8.94
C 13442 34518 72059 37541 157559 8.45
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GBI IE . Edwin F. Gay, “Inclosures in England in the Sixteenth Century”, p. 586.
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(D R. H. Tawney, The Agrarian Problem in the Sixteenth Century, p. 153.
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RIS - Edwin F. Gay, “The Midland Revolt and the Inquisitions of Depopulation of 1607”, Transactions of Royal His -
torical Society, New Series, Vol. 18(1904), p.233.
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PRI R 15171519 4F 1% Pl i ] 5 7 55 0 Y L 24 K, IRt T AT R 35 4 v B R 2 e 1 i 25 2R BT A
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YRR : Arthur H. Johnson, The Disappearance of the Small Landowner, Oxford, 1909, p. 58.

@ J. R. Wordie, “The Chronology of English Enclosure, 1500-1914", The Economic History Review, Vol. 36, No. 4 (Nov.,
1983), p. 494.

) Edwin F. Gay, “The Midland Revolt and the Inquisitions of Depopulation of 1607”, Transactions of Royal Historical So -
ciety, New Series, Vol. 18(1904), p.233.

® Arthur H. Johnson, The Disappearance of the Small Landowner, Oxford, 1909, p. 58.
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PERRE R, H. Tawney, The Agrarian Problem in the Sixteenth Century, p. 25.
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14% A gIJE U, KA 22 Hb DX ) R ROR Z2 80 2T IR R 4R, PR X ER A I AR B = HASOR 1 %5 5 L >
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@ Bas J. P. van Bavel and Phillipp R. Schofield, The development of leasehold in northwestern Europe, c. 1200~1600,

Brepols Publishers n. v., p. 140.
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(D R. H. Tawney, The Agrarian Problem in the Sixteenth Century, p. 29.
@ HME = Ok 22 B BR ), ZRL0IE R, v [ B0 2 S WA, 2010 4F, 35 25 L.
@ R. H. Tawney, The Agrarian Problem in the Sixteenth Century, p. 28.
@ E.B. Fryde, Pessants and Landlords in Later Medieval England, Sutton Publishing Limited, 1999, p. 234.
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