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Reflections and Prospects on the Study of the Grand Canal Water
Conservancy History since the 20th Century

LU Yong FENG Pei

(The Chinese Agricultural Heritage Research Center, Nanjing Agricultural University , Nanjing 210095)

Abstract: The Grand Canal is one of the most important water conservancy projects in Chinese histo-
ry and also is a world cultural heritage recognized by UNESCO. After the Tang and Song Dynasties, under the
background of the northward movement of the political center and the southward movement of the economic
center, the Grand Canal became the water and land axis to communicate the economy, politics and culture be-
tween the north and the south, continuing the internal link of national integration and national unification.The
rise and fall of the Grand Canal has a direct impact on national water transport and food security, which has
been regarded as the lifeline of national economy and politics in past dynasties. After the late Qing Dynasty,
when the Yellow River went north and the water transport was abolished, the study of the Grand Canal became
more and more prominent. Especially since the 20th century, great achievements have been made in the study
of the Grand Canal's water conservancy history. However, from the perspective of anthropocentrism, most re-
searchers lack the dialectical and unified consciousness of human-water holism, which makes the research
face many difficulties. Therefore, in future research, we should pay attention to the collection of multiple his-

torical materials and the deep interpretation of texts, and establish an empirical research paradigm combining
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qualitative and quantitative research.Starting from the three dimensions of canal itself, human and canal, canal
and society, this paper explores the governance mode, ecological ideology and cultural ideology of human-wa-
ter interaction in the new period, such as river restoration, water circulation and ecological conservation.

Key words: the Grand Canal; since the 20th century; water conservancy history; reflections and pros-

pects
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