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The Circulation of the Permanent-Tenancy Fields under

the Game of Custom, Government and Law
——Taking Fujian Province as an example during the Qing Dynasty to the Republic of China

ZHANG Shao-jun

(School of History and Culture, Shandong Normal University, Jinan 250358)

Abstract:The circulation of the Permanent-Tenancy Fields self-generated among the people.The gov -
ernment's attitude towards it had changed from complete prohibition to legislation. Sublease prohibited by law
was still prevalent in folk. Pawn, inheritance and sale permitted by law had mature operational mechanism.
While their circulation presented their own characteristics, they could greatly expanded the scale of circulation.
The government also limited redemption and additional payment, but it had not blocked the power of custom.
Under the game of custom, government and law, the government and legislators had compromised in order to
conform more to folklore. But they failed to stop the development of the custom. The reason is that laws and de -
crees did not satisfy the people's interests maximization on the basis of fully respecting customs.
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