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Whether Flowed into the Grand Canal or Not: Analysis on
Using Water of Weihe and the Change of Rice Cultivation

along the River in the Ming and Qing Dynasties
——Taking Huixian for example

MENG Xiang-xiao

( History and Culture School, Henan Normal University, Xinxiang 453007)

Abstract: During the Ming and Qing dynasties, water transportation was the most important thing of the
country and depended on stable water supply. The inflow of Weihe which intersected at Lingqing not only af -
fected the safety of canal transportation directly, but also irrigated rice paddies along the river. So whether the
water of Weihe completely flowed into the Grand Canal or not had a direct impact on the change of rice cultiva -
tion, the relationship between them was staggered and fluctuating. In the Ming Dynasty, both the Weihe and the
Grand Canal were relatively abundant in water. Even if there were occasional deficiencies, they could be solved
by drawing water from Qin, Zhang and Dan River. Therefore, the government had no restrictions on the irriga -

tion, and rice planting in the upper reaches of Weihe around Huixian gradually reached its peak. From the late
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Ming Dynasty to the early Qing Dynasty, under the background of dry weather, the irrigation water in Huixian
and other places continued to increase, which decreased the water flowing into the Grand Canal and affected its
safety. So the government began to control it. Although the scale of rice cultivation in Huixian and other places
was still developing slowly, the overall was declining. During Yongzheng and Qianlong periods, the restriction of
using water by the government became more and more strict with the water of Grand Canal decreased seriously,
the trough of rice planting occurred. After Caozhe and transportation of tribute rice by sea in the middle and late
Qing Dynasty, the water of Weihe did not need to be used for water supplying to the Grand Canal, and the trend
of free irrigation was restored along the river. The cultivation of rice was gradually improving and a certain de -
gree of recovery appeared. However, ecological deterioration and climate change have reduced the water volume
of Weihe as a whole, it made difficult for rice planting to flourish along the river. All in all, it can be seen that
there was an interactive relationship between water transportation, using water of Weihe and the cultivation of
rice along the river in the Ming and Qing Dynasties.

Key words: Ming and Qing Dynasties; Weihe; policies of water transportation; rice planting
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