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Institutionalization of Water Conservancy Cause
in the Period of the Republic of China
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Abstract: The institutionalization of the water conservancy cause was an important step for the mod-
ernization of traditional Chinese water conservancy cause, and a process that underwent a succession of ex-
ploration and reform from the late Qing Dynasty to the Republic of China era. It is mainly reflected in five
areas: the establishment of water conservancy institutes for the development of water conservancy cause; the
launch of more than fifty types of water conservancy periodicals for communicating between experts in the
field of water conservancy, where a great number of articles about water conservancy technology and indus-
try trends have been published; from the river engineering institute in the late Qing Dynasty to vocational wa-
ter conservancy schools to water conservancy department in high institutes, academic and applied talents fa-
cilitated the modernization of water conservancy; after the long-term exploration and tentation of Chinese
Hydraulic Engineering Society and various water conservancy commissions, regional water conservancy so-
cieties and branches were established all over the country; water conservancy researchers attend or hold sem-
inars regularly. The institutionalization of the water conservancy cause marks water conservancy has become
an independent discipline in China, thus making a huge difference to the development of Chinese water con-
servancy cause.
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