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Discuss Some Questions about Land Rights again
and Reply to Mr. Cao Shuji
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Abstract: It is difficult to distinguish Yazu (37 4 , deposit-required land tenancy), especially in its per-
manent tenancy form, from "One field Two owners"(— ¥ = % ). Yazu in its real sense means that tenants ac-
quire Tianmian rights (¥ & AL , land tenancy rights with partial land value) by paying deposits, thus dividing
the ownership of the land in half and creating "One field Two owners" in its broad sense. The relative Tianmi-
an rights accruing from deposit-required permanent tenancy or permanent tenancy of reclaimed wastelands, in
which tenants can cancel the tenancy but cannot sell Tianmian, do not constitute the permanent and complete
division of land ownership. The real difference between relative Tianmian rights and publicly recognized Tian-
mian rights in "One field Two owners" which is salable is similar to that between the Dian (3£ , conditional
sale) and the sale in land market. Therefore, the key for the transformation of "relative Tianmian rights " into
"publicly recognized Tianmian rights" is that tenants are authorized to sell Tianmian while the landlord is no
longer responsible for cancelation of tenancy or refund of deposits or compensation for wastelands reclama-
tion, which is equivalent to a complete transformation from Dian to sale. In the civil land markets of tradition-
al society, land rights can be traded in multiple forms, by different levels and at divided periods.
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