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The Reason and Influence of the Change of Gentry Class
During Period of Late Qing and Early Republic

YANG Jian-guo
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Abstract: In the historical narration of China's rural governance, the traditional rural society has
formed the order logic and governance model of "county governance and gentry governance". During Period
of Late Qing and Early Republic of China, the increasingly deep imperial crisis and the impact of the mod-
ernization wave prompted the Qing Government to make every effort to create a large-scale system reform
starting with the New Deal, which became the beginning of the social transformation and the construction of
the "national modernization" in modern China. Under this great social background, the abolishment of impe-
rial examinations and the rise of new learning in the reform process of "New Deal" directly interrupted the
conventional succession of the traditional gentry and led to the change of the gentry class. The change of the
gentry class deconstructed the super-stable "county governance" order in the imperial era, and caused the
first systemic crisis in China's rural governance since modern times, which was embodied in the alienation of
the civilian ruling elite, the rigidity of the rural governance model, and the "infolding of state power". Rural
governance crisis calls for the reconstruction of order, but also breeds the occurrence of revolution.
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