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On the Historical Development of Ancient Chinese Melon Industry

CHENG Jie

(College of Literature, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097)

Abstract: Melon is an important crop and food resource supplemented with grain that is much conve-
nient to produce and preserve. Many varieties can also be grown in open space or with trellis, which has an
unique and important position in agricultural planting. The development of the ancient Chinese melon indus-
try is roughly divided into three stages: in the ancient times, the northern melon industry was relatively pros-
perous, leaving rich historical and cultural imprints in the ancient documents. From the Qin and Han dynas-
ties to the Sui and Tang dynasties, the North and the South melon industry developed together. The cultiva-
tion of sweet melon, bottle gourd, wax gourd, and snake melon was relatively prosperous, planting technolo-
gy was significantly improved, and variety information increased sharply.Since the Five Dynasties, the Song
and Yuan Dynasties, watermelon, towel gourd, pumpkins, etc. have been introduced and improved rapidly.
There was a great development of cucumber planting for it was widely accepted as edible food. The variety
structure of our traditional melon industry has basically formed. People have made full use of idle land or
space to produce plants and played a positive social role. Five native species of melon, sweet melon, bottle
gourd, wax gourd, snake melon, and Hami melon, four exotic species of cucumber, watermelon, towel gourd,
and pumpkin have appeared in history, continuously enriching our country's melon industry resources, which
constitute a vivid history of the evolution and expansion of Chinese melon industry.
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