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Climate Change and the Sericulture Transformation in the
Yellow River Basin in the Yuan Dynasty

XIA Ru-bing

(Institution of Chinese Agricultural Civilization, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095)

Abstract:The sericulture industry in the Yellow River basin had undergone transformation in the Yuan
Dynasty. In the early Yuan Dynasty, it was restored and developed to a very high level, while it was rapidly
declining in the middle and late period. As a result, the Chinese sericulture center completed its southward
shift in the Yuan Dynasty. The southward movement of the sericulture center is not the result of the cotton
promotion. The climate was warm in the early and changed abruptly in the middle and late Yuan Dynasty.
Under the influence of climate change, unprecedented severe disasters had caused serious damage to the pro-
duction of sericulture in the Yellow River basin, and the cold climate had significantly reduced the benefits
of sericulture production. The drastic climate change in the middle and late Yuan Dynasty was the key factor
that caused the flourishing and then declining of the sericulture industry in the Yellow River basin and led to
the southward movement of the sericulture center.
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