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Plants, Diseases and Wars: Introduction of Cinchona Trees
in Guangdong in the Republic of China (1929-1949)

ZHONG Hai-yan HUANG Guo-sheng

(South China Agriculture University, Guangzhou 510640)

Abstract: Cinchona tree is native to the Americas and is valued by countries for its bark as an impor-
tant antimalarial drug. During the period of Republic of China, Cinchona trees were introduced into Guang-
dong for more than ten times. According to the analysis of historical records, it can be concluded that the
time of introduction of the cinchona tree in Guangdong was in 1929, and it was the first province to intro-
duce the cinchona tree in the mainland. The introduction of cinchona trees in Guangdong in the Republic of
China was mainly led by the government, which presented a complex situation of multiple introduction, mul-
tiple paths, multiple varieties and multiple forms. Eventually, despite that the raising seedlings was succeed,
the large-scale planting was unconsummated due to the influence of capital, war, technology and personnel.
Through investigating the introduction process of Cinchona trees in Guangdong in the domestic and foreign
perspectives of politics, economy and disease, it not only reflects the difficulty of introducing new tree spe-
cies during the Republic of China, but also shows the "Identity conversion" process of Cinchona trees re-
curred to medicinal plants from cash crops and strategic resources.
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