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“Yangche” and it’s Socio-economic Impact in Turpan
—A Study Based on the Republican Archives

JIA Si-ting ZHANG Li

(Northwest Institute of Historical Environment and Socio-Economic Development, Shaanxi Normal University,Xi an 710119)

Abstract: The term"Yangche" frequently appeared in the republican archives of Turpan, it related to
cotton processing. Maybe due to lack of materials, there has been no acdemic study about it. Using recently
released republican archives of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region Archive, this paper reveals that the mod-
ern "Yangche" in Turpan was a cotton gin driven by hydraulic. It was introduced from Russia under the back-
ground of flourishing cotton trade between Turpan and Russia at the beginning of 20" century. Turpan’s "
Yangche" in Republic period operated as the way of factory, formed a new model of labor organization. it not
only promoted the improvement of cotton processing efficiency, but also reflected the intimate relationship
between northwest frontier region and its neighboring Russia (Soviet union) in the process of socio-econom-
ic transformation in the modern time.
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