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Responsibility, Militarization and New Terminology: A Study on the
Training of Township Chief and Baojia Chief in Jiangsu Province
before the Anti-Japanese War

YANG Hong-yun

(School of Marxism, Tianjin Foreign Studies University, Tianjin 300204)

Abstract:In order to enhance the effectiveness of the Baojia organization, reform the national psychol-
ogy, strengthen the self-defense force and cultivate the responsibility consciousness of the Baojia personnel
serving the public, the Jiangsu Provincial Government carried out the training of Township Chief and Baojia
Chief before the Anti-Japanese War, mainly through intensive penetrating spiritual training, discipline-cen-
tered military training and extensive knowledge training. These training improves the quality of Baojia per-
sonnel, speeds up the transmission of state decrees, promotes the growth of national consciousness in rural
society, and enhances the state's ability to absorb the new rural gentry. However, due to the high training
scale, the abuse of Baojia organization in political practice has resulted in the servitude of Baojia personnel,
which seriously restricted the effectiveness of Jiangsu Province's Bao Jia training before the Anti-Japanese
War. Through the case study of Jiangsu Province's training of Township Chief and Baojia Chief before the
Anti-Japanese War, it helps us understand the difficulties faced by the Republic of China in the process of ru-
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ral integration.
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