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Metaphor of Regulating Social Time Order: The Symbolic
Significance of The Month Order in Supplement to
The Book on Agriculture

LI Yan WANG Jia-hua

(Advanced Institute of Confucian Studies, Shandong University, Jinan 250100)

Abstract: Month order is our forefathers understanding and summary of the natural law in their daily
life. As the Emperor’s time order in the early ancient society, it plays a strong role in time regulation and so-
cial guidance. Supplement to The Book on Agriculture is a book about the agricultural production activities
in Hangjiahu area from the end of Ming Dynasty to the beginning of Qing Dynasty. Its creation motivation is
closely related to the social background of the period between Ming and Qing Dynasties. It reflects Zhang
Lvxiang's thinking and profound consideration on the revolution between Ming and Qing Dynasties as a
scholar and a firm adherent to the Ming Dynasty. The statement of monthly affairs implied ZhangLvxiang’ s
desire to rebuild a good social order by regulating the time order of farming. In general, it is directly related
to idea of based on agriculture, which is a characteristic of traditional Chinese farming civilization.
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