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The Identity of “the Chinese Native Rabbit”

SU Cheng-ai

(Institute of History & Culture, Anhui University of Finance & Economics, Bengbu 233030)

Abstract: The problem of the origin of the Chinese Rabbit is whirling and complicated, Europe origi-
nated theory and native originated theory are two major basic concepts on this problem. “The Chinese Native
Rabbit” and “the Himalayan Rabbit” are generally regarded as the rabbits farming by the ancient people in
China, and are often looked as the evidence that our country is another rabbit origin center besides Europe.
The author believes that China is indeed one of the rabbit origin centers in the world, and “the Himalaya Rab-
bit” is indeed farming by the Chinese people, but “the Chinese Native Rabbit” is not. According to the data
the formers have not paid attention to, the writer draws the conclusion: the so-called “the Chinese Native
Rabbit” was imported from the countries in the South China Sea in about 1636, and is not native to China.
This fact can give us important enlightenments.

Key words: “the Chinese Native Rabbit” ; the differentiation of the name and the reality ; the origin of
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