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The Change of Local Society and the Evolution of the
Inheritance of Temple Fair She Huo: Take Linqing in the
Northwest of Shandong Province as an Example

ZHOU Jia

(The Grand Canal Research Institute of Liaocheng University, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252059)

Abstract: As a kind of public space in the city, temple can attract people more than any other place,
and the She Huo held by temple fair is a unique cultural landscape, cultural form, and constitutes a very im-
portant cultural tradition in the grass-roots society. Linqing, located in the northwest of Shandong Province,
has a long history. It is the water transport hub and commercial capital on the Grand Canal in the Ming and
Qing Dynasties, and also the area where Grandma Taishan's faith is very popular. The annual temple fair ac-
tivities and the She Huo shows push the faith practice to the climax. Linqing She Huo should be regarded as
a set of rituals and traditions in the process of local social development, accumulating into a so-called “sym-
bolic folk activities” of “ritual signs”. It is based on the etiquette revolution, with the meaning of “normaliza-
tion” and “standardization”. It integrates ideology and political economic system, and embodies the “com-
plex” practical logic of “etiquette economy” or temple economy. Through the cultural consciousness of the

intergenerational actors, the regional cultural and economic network is constructed, which also provides the
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power for the basic connection of the society.

Key words: Linqing She Huo;ritual signs;normalization; complex logic
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