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Abstract: There are some wheat remains discovered in prehistoric period at least dozen archaeological
sites in Xinjiang of China, and combined with the comprehensive analysis of the unearthed relics and archae-
ological cultures, wheat was generally inferior to broomcorn millet and even foxtail millet in the economic
formation of animal husbandry occupying the first position, while these remains especially in the Tongtian-
dong Site and its association with the surrounding Afanasyevo Culture and Tasbas Site in Kazakhstan indi-
cate that wheat had expanded to Xinjiang at least 5200 years before with a wide geographical distribution,
which providing a strong archaeological support for the inference of wheat spreading to China through the
grassland channel, but current evidences are not enough to make conclusive judgments on the spread of its
eastward transmission including the diffusion routs in Xinjiang, then it will rely on more new discoveries of
paleoethnobotany and comprehensive studies in future. Notably, the spread of crops is often accompanied by
the transmission of cultural factors or the population migration, so the stronger expansion of millet than that
of wheat in Xinjiang will help to expand more academic space for studies on the spread of Chinese civiliza-
tion in Central Asia and even Eurasian grasslands.
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