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Further Exploration on the Basic Principles of Grain Distribution
by Local Governments in the Qin Dynasty
Seen from Qin Bamboo Slips

XIE Kun

(School of Humanities, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122)

Abstract: According to the unearthed Qin laws and Liye grain distribution documents, the grain distri-
bution in the Qin Dynasty followed certain principles in terms of the type of food used, the standard of grain
distribution and the reduction and distribution of food. In the provision of food supplies, distribution should
be combined with grain type, maturity and grain quality, etc. Millet and rice were the most common grain
types at the time of production. In terms of military grain management, Qin army grain had fixed recipients.
Moreover, after receiving the grain, the individual certificates cannot be used to borrow food from the coun-
ty, and the grain cannot be sold outside. According to the status of the prisoners, there are fixed standards for
their food supply on a monthly, daily and even per meal basis. Meanwhile, the standard and method of re-
ceiving food will be adjusted according to whether there is an emergency or whether they are transferred to
other places of service. In addition, there was also a "stop and decrease mechanism" for officials and prison-
ers to receive food. In some special cases, the officials would stop or reduce the distribution of food to the of-
ficials concerned.
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