Hh [E 4% 5 (Agricultural History of China) 2020.5

M T 5 TR B 43R B
—F ARG M TIHT R G B

Bk

(WP B2y ke et B 24 B, Wi At 310053)

(4 1AL E00RA R QIPIEH T B R L, AR, B ATHY X LT, AL RO THRS
Am AU — R R PR B, BT A, AT — AR AR, B R T B R ATATAR L
WTFEREAS EREHGER, ERERGTIRT, 54 L TREEH FWNT AL 535 0 £ BB E @ 5kt
SRACE AR, T A B R T BT — AR LR T AR AR, BT S IRE AR R,
B X o K 25 6 4 A A R, AT A B R 26 M AR R R 9 A

(36418 25 s w0 4; — Fe ik

[FEHES]S-00:K207 [XWMIFABIA  [XZHS]11000-4459(2020)05-0073-11

From Tribute Distribution to Silver Currency Reform: A Concur-
rent Discussion on the Development of Medicinal Materials Market
in the Ming Dynasty and Its Influence

ZHENG Hong

(School of Basic Medical Sciences, Zhejiang Chinese Medical University , Hangzhou 310053 )

Abstract:In China's feudal dynasties, the local governments always brought tribute to the central gov-
ernment with local medicinal materials by conventions. In the early Ming Dynasty, the medicinal materials
were all in the form of physical tribute, and the distribution of tribute amount in prefectures and counties was
related to population, farmland and so on. In order to reduce the local burden, the reform of One Lash Meth-
od was carried out in the middle and later period of Ming Dynasty, and they handed over the equivalent
amount of silver currency instead of local specialties like local medicinal materials. Due to the Royal's de-
mand for "geo-authentic medicinal materials", the medical materials were maintained with the intervention
of the Royal Medical Hospital. However, many local governments have implemented the silver discount re-
form at the county level. The government and the chief secretary then purchased and transported goods to
pay tribute, which had alleviated the burden on the grass-roots level to some extent. The distribution and re-
form of medicinal materials tribute reflected the gradual formation of regional medicinal materials market in
the middle and late Ming Dynasty, which was the prelude to the development of national medicinal materials
market in the early Qing Dynasty.
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