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The Mobilization of the Popular Revolts in Jiangnan Rural Area in
the Mid-19" Century:Centering on the Popular Revolts in
the Occupied Area of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom

LIU Chen

( Department of History, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: In the middle of the 19" century, there were many rural popular revolts in Jiangnan, which
reached a climax in the early 1860s when the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom occupied Jiangnan. There was no
doubt that the heavy taxes, exorbitant donation, rent exploitation, and official corruption were the important
external factors to promote the peasant resistance, but the popular revolts can only be formed after mobiliza-
tion. In fact, there were four core factors in the mobilization mode of the popular revolts in the occupied area
of Taiping Heavenly Kingdom: organization, mode, location and ceremony. Comparing with the popular re-
volts in the same area governed by the Qing court during the 20 years before it occupied by the Taiping
Heavenly Kingdom, the above factors were similar to the traditional popular revolts in mobilization on the
one hand, and had its own particularity on the other hand. In the growing social contradictions, it was be-
cause of the combination of the similarity of traditional mobilization and the particularity of Taiping Heaven-
ly Kingdom in wartime that the scale and intensity of the popular revolts in the occupied area of Taiping
Heavenly Kingdom surpassed those of the former dynasty. In addition, that combination constructed the
shaping process of the special historical phenomenon of "people against Taiping Army", on the whole, aggra-

vated the fractionalism in all classes of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom, and accelerated its defeat.
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