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Evolution of the Administrative Division under the County in Chan-
gAn and XianNing county, Shaanxi Province During the Qing Dynasty

SHENG Cheng

(Xiamen University Library , Xiamen University,Xiamen,361005)

Abstract: "She" was a special administrative division under the county in XianNing and ChangAn
county of Shaanxi in the late Qing dynasty. Its formation was closely related to the evolution of rural grass-
roots organizations in the two counties. At the beginning of the Qing dynasty, due to the merging of the Wei-
Suo land and Renaming the land, the area under the administrative jurisdiction of the two counties was ex-
panded, which led to the important changes in the grass-roots organizations and its structures inherited from
the Ming dynasty. In Yongzheng and Qianlong period, a new regional community had come from the social
storehouse system in the two counties, which was named "She". The division based on the rural grassroots or-
ganizations lacked of orderly geographical affiliation, but "She" just had this advantage, so the two counties
took it as the division of the border, and formed the Xiang-She system. When the Li-Jia system gradually lost
the administrative functions, the Xiang-She system gradually played an important role, but both were not mu-
tually substitute relationship, the Li-Jia system also had certain function in the process of levy taxes. "She"
gradually evolved into the rural administrative division, or had the meaning of quasi-district in the late Qing
dynasty. The study of district under county can not be limited to a unified paradigm, regional perspective
should be necessary for the deepening of the research.
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