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Abstract: This article will discuss the birthplace of the myth of the Divine Farmer (Sovereign Shen-
nong) in the context of world history, using materials from the physical environment, archaeology and histor-
ical documents, from the perspective of "cultural memory". The research in this article will show that the im-
age of the hero of Shennong represents the understanding of origins of civilization in rice farming. Texts
handed down from ancient times indicate that the middle reaches of the Yangtze River are the birthplace of
the Shennong story, while archaeological data shows that the middle reaches of the Yangtze River are very
unique, and indeed have gone through the entire process from the initiation of rice cultivation to the origin of
civilization. The Pengtoushan culture, which produced rice cultivation technology, was indeed a unique Neo-
lithic culture that gave up hunting. Many unique features of the Pengtoushan culture coincide with the leg-
ends of the Sovereigns Fuxi and Shennong: people there did give up "eating meat and drinking blood" and
"wearing furs"; they "tied knots to make fishing nets"; "ate five grains", "polished wood into ploughs"; their
"men plow and women weave", and they "created a calendar". Therefore, the legend of the sage Sovereign
Shennong may very well evidence the possession of cultural memory of the Pengtoushan culture by the an-

cient civilization in the middle reaches of the Yangtze River. By the time there formed a civilization in the
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middle reaches of the Yangtze River, it was no longer possible to maintain the "purity" of its source: the
Pengtoushan culture; the memory of the ancient Pengtoushan culture was instead sublimated into the ideal of
the age of the sage Sovereign Shennong.
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