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Research on the Agricultural Economy of Nanjing in the Late West-
ern Han Dynasty from the Newly Unearthed Bamboo Slips
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Abstract: Through the analysis of "Tangyi Yuanshou 2nd Year Yao Ju Bu" and the references of histor-
ical documents and other unearthed documents, we can find that in the late Western Han Dynasty, Tangyi's
population size, average number of households, and the proportion of cultivated land in land resources, and
the average yield per Mu has reached the developed level of agricultural economy at that time. It can be fur-
ther discovered from the "Yao Ju Bu" that the land reclamation area receivable in the Han Dynasty is differ-
ent from the land reclamation area actually levied on rent. The former is the total area of cultivated land, and
the latter is the number of cultivated land after excluding the area of cultivated land that does not need to pay
tax. Based on this, the average yield per mu in Donghai County can be re-estimated. In addition, from the
fact that Tangyi is economically developed, it can be inferred that Moling, Jiangcheng, Hushu and Jurong,
which are separated by a river from Tangyi, should also have a relatively developed agricultural economy.
The main urban areas of Liuhe and Nanjing in the late Western Han Dynasty were already at the forefront of
the Jianghuai area in terms of economic development.
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