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Worshipping the Ancestors and Respecting the Emperor:
the Pingxiang Clan and Tujia(d ¥ ) Operation in the Qing Dynasty

YANG Shui-gen

(College of Humanities, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234)

Abstract: In Pingxiang City during the Qing Dynasty, where the members of Tujia( B ¥ ) were numer-
ous and scattered, the clan was an important means of discourse, the subject of undertaking governmental ob-
ligations and the strong bond of connecting the members, which supported and maintained the operation of
the Tujia( B ¥ ) system. The people flexibly use the language of the clan to communicate with the same sur-
name or even different surnames to establish social relationships and cooperate in registering permanent resi-
dence. At the level of Jia( ¥ ), clans were functioned as units for negotiating and distributing governmental
obligations. They might jointly establish an institutionalized cooperation mechanism, Jia Hui( ¥ &), or in-
volve into ceaseless battles and conflicts with each other. Those undertaking obligations might, more often
than not, jointly set up a Chai Hui( £ 4 ) by the name of their ancestors, which provided strong affectional
ties for them and therefore was helpful for the settlement of obligations and the further systematization of the
clans.
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