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On the Times Presentation of Rural Traditional Opera:
Investigation on Reformation of Dedu Opera
in the East Zhejiang Anti-Japanese Base

WANG Zhan-giong

(College of Humanities, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005)

Abstract: The revolutionaries working in the East Zhejiang anti-Japanese base in 1940s, inspired by
the unique charm of local art, established the social education team to turn the rural DeDu Opera into a mod-
ern form. Following the melody of salvation-democracy, the reformation was not only a deconstruction of
the original aesthetic order, more importantly, it constructed the rural society order and cultural paradise that
resonated with the anti-fascist spirit by adjusting performing method. In fact, DeDu Opera has broken the tra-
ditional rule of some artistic expression, with respect to topic selection, role play, etc., gained the means of
expression that adequately showed the spirit of the times. This reformation deserves attention because of the
exploration full of historical value for the modernization of the rural traditional opera.
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